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James 4:8

 ‘Draw near to God and He will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and purify your hearts, you double-minded.’ NKJV
Forgiveness

‘I Only Love Truth’

This section is here only because the question was raised: ‘Where does forgiveness fit into repentance?’  I could see her point.  There is two thousand years of doctrine that is attempting to form our opinion; and in ‘repenting,’ forgiveness is a big teaching.  A false teaching, but still accepted by the majority of Christians as real and needed to get into Heaven.  This may rub you the wrong way if you are caught in the ‘traditions of men’, but I can only say: “I only love truth.”

Don’t Have To Ask

Many might not realize, because of the work of grace, that you do not have to ask for forgiveness to be saved.  Romans is clear that to be saved you need only believe in your heart and confess with you mouth and you shall be saved.
  Later it says ‘believing on Him’ and about ‘calling on the name of the Lord’ and you will be saved.
  Jesus said, in the Gospel of John, that knowing Him was how you come to have eternal life (or the life of God);
 and later in Revelation He said that He was knocking on the doors of man’s heart and if they opened there hearts He would enter.
  And in Ephesians the Holy Spirit makes it clear we are saved by grace through faith.
  In all these examples you will find no mention of ‘asking for forgiveness.’

Grace

  You will find that in God’s eyes, all have been forgiven, and that faith ‘believes that it receives’ what Jesus has already done.  This is why we know it is God’s will for all of mankind to be saved because Jesus died for the whole of the world and for all generations to come.  Part of the Gospel is that salvation is a free gift for all who are willing to receive it.  This whole thing is about what God can do for you, not what you can do for God (that is a different gospel not preached by Paul). God is not mad at you.  God has never been mad at you.  Let us look at from a natural way: would you send your son to the cross for those you hate and despise or for those you love?  God said because He so loved the world that He sent His Son—not the saints, but the world.  This is why we run to God when we sin and not from Him—He is our ever-present help, our only source of help, and He has never been mad at us.  Jesus is in the life and salvation business, not the condemning and death business—He stands in the gap, He doesn’t judge it nor did He cause the problem.

Repent!

Where does repentance come in on this?  Jesus went around preaching that we should repent.  What few realize is that the Bible is not a theology book filled from cover to cover with doctrines.  I have such a book and it goes into great detail of Biblical teachings, but it is different then the Bible, which contains doctrine and information about God.  The Bible is letters written to man from God in their culture and language in a progressive manner using all forms of literary style.  As the culture and language and literary style changed so did the terminology.  This means you can have specific words with the same meaning as the culture evolved; or, gaining new meaning as understanding of God became clearer.

The New-Birth

So how does this affect repentance?  When Jesus went around preaching repentance, He was telling people to ‘turn away from and toward something’ but more specifically Jesus’ truer meaning was implied for the other side of the cross with the new-birth.  He was saying repentance equaled the new-birth.  To be born-again was to repent one could say.  But as we find later, only in the Epistles written by Paul, that this was a great mystery.
  When Peter stood up on the day of Pentecost and commanded them to ‘repent and be baptized in the Holy Spirit’
 he used the only term that he knew for the new-birth—repent.  Peter didn’t have two thousand years and thousands of scholars summarizing the teachings found in the Bible into ‘theology books.’  In fact, he didn’t even have the Bible we have today.

Who Is He Talking To?

Where then does asking for forgiveness come in?  Something must be in the Bible about asking for forgiveness—right?  There is, but the major scriptures that most draw upon, when demanding you to ‘confess your sins and be saved,’ are from scriptures talking to born-again believers like you and I.  The first is in 1John 1:9 and the other in James 5:16; and in both the Holy Spirit is dealing with Christians.  John uses the pronoun ‘we’ to include himself in his statements—was John saved?  And James uses the term ‘one to another’, which would include himself—was James saved?

1 John 1:8-10

8 If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 10 If we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a liar, and His word is not in us. NKJV

James 5:16 

16 Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for another, that ye may be healed. KJV

Our Responsibility

My point is this: we are responsible for our own spiritual growth, our willingness to make adjustments, and above all to judge ourselves.
  Of course, the Holy Spirit will help, as He always does, but the privilege lies with us.  To most it is an obligation, but the truth is that all the above are our privilege given to us from God.  This means we must deal with our soul to renew it and our flesh to keep ourselves under control.  This means we, not others, not the Devil and not God are responsible for what we think, say and do—we are.

The Real You

To really understand how this works, you must understand that you are a spirit, you have a soul, and you live in a body.
  Though they are all you, the real, born-again, in-the-image-of-God you is your spirit-man.  Your spirit does not sin, if it did, you would be lost forever,
 but it is sealed with the Holy Spirit.
  This ‘real you’ DOES NOT want to sin.  Your ‘inner-man’, as Paul calls it,
 sometimes is called a new creature,
 created in the image of God.  John says that even as Jesus is, so are we,
 that is, created in all holiness and righteousness.
  This is why John says you are now the children of God, not just when you get to heaven.  Now are you holy, now are you righteous, now are you the child of God, now are you even as Jesus is—that is how your spirit-man is.

Spiritual Maturity

What seems to be the problem is that the old sin-nature is left in your soul and flesh.  This is why we are to renew the mind
 and control the body
, and their desires and passions.
  When we do control our flesh and deal with our mind, this is what the Bible says is being spiritual—it is not a feeling or even actions, as much as the way you do something.  I gather no esteem from what I do; but rather from the way I do it (which is Jesus in me)
.  You will notice that this is the opposite from the world system.  All esteem is gathered from what you do—you are what you do—thus what you have.  The U.S. Marines attempt to instill in each new recruit a self-esteem directly related to what they do.  We, as Christians find no esteem in what we do, but rather how we do something—the way.  This is partly why the first Christians were called ‘The Way,’ and took on the name ‘Christian.’  God said to Moses that he had known His ways while Israel knew His acts (or works).
  Allowing your spirit to dominate you is being spiritual; allowing your flesh to dominate you is being carnal (body ruled).  This is the difference between being mature and immature.

Living By Faith

Where does asking for forgiveness fit in?  When it comes to your soul—that is your thoughts, emotions, and intellect—no forgiveness is needed, just deal with it.  We are commanded to cast those thoughts and imaginations and high things (reasons, motives, attitudes, desires, opinions, and passions) down.
  You don’t need to ask for forgiveness when you think on lust—say adulterous thoughts and images—because the real you didn’t think that way; it was the residue of the old sin-nature in your mind.  Cast it down, quickly confront it and harshly deal with it!  This is why we must live by faith, because you will say ‘I really felt that way,’ but the real you (your spirit) didn’t feel that way—and it takes faith to say that.  This is really true when your feelings get hurt or you have taken offense with someone’s actions or treatment, and the deception from our Adversary is that it was really you who felt that way.  But faith says things in agreement with God, thus His Word, that the real you didn’t feel that way, you really didn’t lust or you really didn’t take offence or feel fear (again I am talking about your spirit).  The real you is not tempted anymore than Jesus is tempted in Heaven.
  To take His Word, in the face of opposing circumstance and feelings as truth, takes faith.

Paying the Price

Forgiveness enters in when we deal with our flesh
 and other people, because the ramifications of our words and actions affect other than our soul.  Even though our true selves, our spirit-man, did not do, nor agree, with those things we took part in, we have to take responsibility for them.  Those who are responsible are in control.  God is sovereign.  What this means is He is in control.  Right?  But what if this also means He is responsible?  If you are responsible that means you pay the price for sin.  Did He?  I have responsibility to my flesh and the actions I take.  To maintain control, is to maintain responsibility.  This is the only way to be free; to keep our liberty is to be responsible.  If we do not take responsibility for our thoughts, words and actions we are saying there is something or someone else in control; we have been taken into bondage.

Freedom ‘To’

We have to forgive and we have to ask for forgiveness because we are responsible for our own lives, not others.  If they ‘push your buttons’ to get a response from you, they have control—this is why we can not allow outside circumstances to dictate to us our response and behavior.  And it takes faith (believing what the Word says about you) to deal with those emotions and reasons.  The freedom we have is not the freedom ‘to’ do what ever we want, but the freedom ‘from’ doing sin.  Grace does not allow us to do anything we desire, but it allows us to be like God in nature and character.  This is the twist Satan has put on Grace so it isn’t preached properly.
Summary

Our repentance is based on what God has done, so is our responsibility.  We can forgive because He has forgiven us first.  We ask for forgiveness because He first loved us.  We can take responsibility because He has borne all our sins—that is, Jesus has paid the penalty for all our sins.  Because grace frees us from sin, when a misdeed is brought to our attention, we don’t get offended or defensive, we take responsibility and make the needed adjustment; be it in our mind, word or actions.  Because we know there is a residue of our old sin-nature still in our mind and body to deal with, when they flare up, we know it is not the true us, but that ‘old’ nature. Dealing with those emotions become easier as we grow.
  And repentance, if anything, is about growing and changing.

2 Cor 3:17-18

17 Now the Lord is the Spirit; and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty. 18 But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as by the Spirit of the Lord. NKJV

Finally

One last word on the subject of repentance I give to you, from Paul, summing-up his life from a Pharisee who persecuted the church to an Apostle that established it:

Phil 3:13-14

Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended:  but this one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are before, I press toward the mark, for the prize of the high calling of God, in Christ Jesus. KJV

� Rom 10:10 ‘For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.’ NKJV 


� Rom 10:11 ‘For the Scripture says, "Whoever believes on Him will not be put to shame."’NKJV Rom 10:13 ‘For "whoever calls on the name of the LORD shall be saved."’ NKJV


� John 17:3 ‘And this is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent.’ NKJV


� Rev 3:20 ‘Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and dine with him, and he with Me.’ NKJV


� Eph 2:8-9 ‘8 For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, 9 not of works, lest anyone should boast.’ NKJV


� Rom 16:25-27  ‘25Now to Him who is able to establish you according to my gospel and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery kept secret since the world began 26 but now made manifest, and by the prophetic Scriptures made known to all nations, according to the commandment of the everlasting God, for obedience to the faith — 27 to God, alone wise, be glory through Jesus Christ forever.’


� Acts 2:37-38 37 Now when they heard this, they were pricked in their heart, and said unto Peter and to the rest of the apostles, Men and brethren, what shall we do?  38 Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. KJV


� 1 Cor 11:28 & 31 ‘28But let a man examine himself…31 For if we would judge ourselves, we would not be judged.’ NKJV


� 1 Thess 5:23   And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and I pray God your whole spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. KJV


� Heb 6:6 ‘if they fall away, to renew them again to repentance, since they crucify again for themselves the Son of God, and put Him to an open shame.’ NKJV


� 2 Cor 1:22 ‘who also has sealed us and given us the Spirit in our hearts as a guarantee.’ NKJV


Eph 1:13-14 13 In Him you also trusted, after you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation; in whom also, having believed, you were sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise, 14 who is the guarantee of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession, to the praise of His glory. NKJV


Eph 4:30 ‘And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of redemption.’


� Eph 3:16  ‘that He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened with might through His Spirit in the inner man,’ NKJV


� 2 Cor 5:17 ‘ Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature:’ KJV


� 1 John 4:17 ‘Love has been perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness in the day of judgment; because as He is, so are we in this world.’ NKJV


� Eph 4:24 ‘and that you put on the new man which was created according to God, in true righteousness and holiness.’ NKJV  Notice another name for your spirit: ‘the new man.’


� Rom 12:1-2 1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. 2 And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, KJV 


� 1 Cor 9:27  ‘But I discipline my body and bring it into subjection, lest, when I have preached to others, I myself should become disqualified.’ NKJV  Notice how Paul uses the word ‘I’ in the sentence—who is the ‘I’ he is talking about?  His spirit man of course.


� Gal 5:24 ‘And those who are Christ's have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires.’ NKJV


� 1 Cor 15:10 ‘But by the grace of God I am what I am, and His grace toward me was not in vain; but I labored more abundantly than they all, yet not I, but the grace of God which was with me.’ NKJV


� Ps 103:7  ‘He made known His ways to Moses,/ His acts to the children of Israel.’ NKJV


� 2 Cor 10:4-5  ‘4 For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal but mighty in God for pulling down strongholds, 5 casting down arguments and every high thing that exalts itself against the knowledge of God, bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ,’ NKJV


� Rom 6:10-11 ‘but the life that He lives, He lives to God. 11 Likewise you also, reckon yourselves to be dead indeed to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus our Lord.’ NKJV


� 2 Cor 5:7 ‘For we walk by faith, not by sight.’ NKJV 2 Cor 4:18 ‘while we do not look at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen.’ NKJV  1 Peter 1:8 ‘whom having not seen you love.’ NKJV


� James 3:6  ‘And the tongue is a fire, a world of iniquity. The tongue is so set among our members that it defiles the whole body, and sets on fire the course of nature; and it is set on fire by hell.’ NKJV


1 Cor 6:18 ‘Flee sexual immorality. Every sin that a man does is outside the body, but he who commits sexual immorality sins against his own body.’ NKJV


� Heb 5:14 ‘But solid food belongs to those who are of full age, that is, those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil.’ NKJV


� 2 Cor 3:18 ‘But we all… are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory’ NKJV
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