Spiritual Warfare—Aspects of ‘Prayer’                                                                                                                          Raymond F Reiche


Aspects of ‘Prayer’

_____________________________________________________________

A Brief Study by Raymond F Reiche

Copyrighted 3-4-2004
‘Pray without ceasing…’ 1 Thess 5:17 NKJV

Prayer and Spiritual Warfare

Spiritual warfare deals with our mind and the thoughts and intents that Satan, our adversary, places there to influence us.
  How then does ‘prayer’ fit into this picture of battling with the Devil?  Remember, you have to do something about the Devil, that is, resist him,
 but is that prayer?  This is what ‘spiritual warfare’ is all about, dealing with the Devil.  People have mistaken ‘dealing with the Devil’ for ‘prayer.’  To understand prayer you must understand that the definition of prayer is ‘talking to God’.  It is not talking to others, talking to your dead ancestors, nor talking to Satan; prayer is talking to God—not about Him, to Him.  This is a strict interpretation, but it must be maintained to keep us from swerving into a ditch that will waste our time and change nothing for no one (and may verge into ‘witchcraft’-like aspects).

Talking to God
For instance, when Jesus was being tempted by Satan, those three times, and He responded by speaking to Satan—was that prayer?  Or when Peter tried to correct Jesus and Christ turned and said ‘get you behind me Satan for you do not savor the things of God’, was that prayer?  When angels appeared to people in the Old Testament (OT) or to Mary or Paul and such and they talked to them, was that prayer?  NO.  Prayer is talking to God.

Cultural Barrier
I don’t even like using the term ‘prayer’ because there is so much baggage that comes with the word for so many people because of thousands of years of religion.  Over the generations and diversity of culture and literary style, a barrier is built up that must be penetrated.  When you use the word ‘prayer’ to me, I hear one thing but you may mean something totally different because of your experience and teaching on the subject.  This cultural barrier has to be expected and dealt with when discussing and explaining about ‘prayer.’

Talking to Jesus

When Jesus walked this earth, did the people pray to Him or were they just talking to Him?  What changed?  Isn’t Jesus the same today as He was yesterday?
  My God is alive and He hears me when I talk to Him—I don’t pray to Him, any more then I prayed to my earthly father.  I talk to Him.  On a natural level, never in my wildest dreams has the concept of ‘praying to my dad’ ever occurred to me.  He’s my dad, he loves me I love him—and we might have problems—but go and ‘pray’ to my dad?  I talk to my dad.

What About
Now sometimes I ask questions, sometimes I ask for things, sometimes I just fellowship with Him (that is, I pal around with Him—He is my “bud”), sometimes I sing to Him (what most tend to call praise and worship), sometimes I brag about Him (that is magnify Him), sometimes I express how appreciative I am of Him, sometimes I ask permission or express my dedication to Him, but mostly I just talk to Him.  Now, a small amount of this is done in a group setting with other believers, but the vast majority of it is done throughout the day; everyday, no matter the circumstances.  I don’t let things distract me nor do I let things be the sole event that drives me to Him.

Making Straight
I feel that I have to give you a synopsis of ‘prayer’ because how can you have any successful form of ‘Spiritual Warfare’ without at least the basic understanding of it.  That is I will give you an overview of core aspects of ‘prayer’ (talking with God) as the full counsel of the Bible shows us.  Please understand I don’t want to take away from anybody.  I don’t want to take something away without giving you something to replace it with—that is the truth.  This is the heart of repentance, and the deception Satan uses to capture us.  See Satan, our enemy, has never created anything; but rather he takes that which is good and twists it, either by adding to or taking away but mostly by misapplying.  Please realize there is worldly sorrow
 and Godly sorrow, there is worldly faith and Godly faith,
 worldly anger and Godly anger, worldly fear and Godly fear and the list goes on and on.  We are to move from that of the world and into that of the Kingdom of God or God-like behavior.  The same applies with ‘prayer.’  There is a worldly prayer
 and a Godly form of ‘prayer’ (rather talking to God, our Father).  We all need a standard separate from ourselves to keep us straight, and that standard is not how I feel or what I see or understand, but the Word of God.

Aspects of Godly ‘Prayer’

The heart of talking to God is understanding several aspects of Godly ‘prayer.’

The Person

1) You are talking to a person, to someone who desires intimate fellowship with you and will talk back.  ‘He is alive, alive!’  This is what makes our ‘religion’ different from others of stone and metal—we have somebody to talk to, who listens and responds.

He Knows

2) God already knows what you are going to talk to Him about.
 Whining and repeating yourself is not going to get you heard.  This very moment He knows what already exists for you and has already found a way out, giving you help.  God knows your future better then you know your past.  ‘Don’t tell God how big your problem is, tell your problem how big your God is.’

From Him

3) If it is Godly in nature, the desire or request came from God to your heart and out of your mouth.
  You must walk in the understanding that your Godly desire and passion
 originates with God,
 and that this is one way He will lead you.  We are commanded to love—correct?  This means compassion is a method by which God can and will lead you.  We are commanded to know His will for our lives;
 thus our desires, wants and needs being met are a part of His will, part of what Jesus died for so that we can have ‘days of Heaven on Earth.’  

Can’t Move God

4) You don’t need to motivate God to act, nor does your ‘faith move God.’  He wants to help you more then you want the help.  There is an emotional element that most people fail to consider when talking to God, when asking Him for help; that is God’s emotion of love and joy toward your victory and success.  He has no greater joy then to see you prosper and be in health.  He rejoices at the prosperity of His servants.  Just as He commanded us to give in joy, and do in joy with thanksgiving, this must mean He gives and does with joy and thankfulness—not grudgingly or with regret.

His Provision

5) God has already seen ahead and provided.  He knows the situation you are in and has already devised a plan to deliver you from those circumstances.  Faith is our response to what He has already done; faith is ‘believing you receive’ what Jesus has already accomplished.  This is all done independent of you, before you were born, demanding neither good works nor righteousness on our part.  This is what ‘grace’ is all about in the Bible, what God has done for us, but separate from us.

Good God

6) God is not putting things on you, putting you through things; but rather, He is keeping things off you, limiting Satan as to how far he can go.
  We open the door to Satan.  If you don’t understand
 this, you will have trouble all your life; because, you’ll be opening the door to someone who has come to kill, steal and destroy you and at the same time keep the door closed to someone who has come to bring you life—and having life in abundance.
  The worst of it is, you will always be accusing a good God for bad things in your life—how can you get any help if you accuse the very person who is waiting to help you with causing the problem you find yourself in?  God is in the ‘standing in the gap’ business, not ‘creating the gap’ business.
  He has come to save, not to tempt nor judge nor destroy.

Humbling Yourself

This has just been a brief summery of different aspects of talking with God.  Do you know where it talks about ‘Submitting yourself to God’?  It is in James just before it says for us ‘to resist the Devil and he will flee.’
  This is a qualifying statement.  If you don’t do the first part, the second part won’t work.  Submit means to prefer, so you are to prefer God’s way; which means to see yourself as He sees you,
 do the stuff He does,
 think His thoughts about yourself,
 others, and the place of life you find your self in,
 and speak the way He is speaking.  Without this aspect you can never talk to God on a level that will get consistent results, nor produce intimacy in your life with Him.  Nor will you be able to govern or ‘resist’ the Devil in a manner in which he flees. You have to see the way God really is, how your enemy really is, and how you really are in order to talk in a (spiritually) mature manner.
� 2 Cor 10:4-5 ‘4 For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal but mighty in God for pulling down strongholds, 5 casting down arguments and every high thing that exalts itself against the knowledge of God, bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ,’ NKJV


� James 4:7 ‘Therefore submit to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you.’ NKJV


� Heb 13:8  ‘Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to day, and for ever.’ KJV


� 2 Cor 7:10 ‘For godly sorrow produces repentance leading to salvation, not to be regretted; but the sorrow of the world produces death.’ NKJV


� John 20:29 ‘Jesus said to him,  "Thomas, because you have seen Me, you have believed. Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed."  NKJV


� Matt 6:5 "And when you pray, you shall not be like the hypocrites.” NKJV


� Matt 6:8 ‘For your Father knows the things you have need of before you ask Him.’ NKJV


� Ps 37:4-5  ‘4 Delight yourself also in the LORD, And He shall give you the desires of your heart.  5Commit your way to the LORD, Trust also in Him, And He shall bring it to pass.’ NKJV  This is a comparison statement here:  the writer is saying God will give you the desire and do it also.


� Gal 5:24 ‘And those who are Christ's have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires.’NKJV


� Heb 12:2 ‘looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith,’ NKJV Phil 2:13 ‘for it is God who works in you both to will and to do for His good pleasure.’NKJV





� Eph 5:10 & 17 ‘finding out what is acceptable to the Lord.’ NKJV Eph 5: ‘Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what the Lord's will is.’ NIV


� 1 Cor 10:13 ‘There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man: but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a way to escape,’ KJV


� Matt 13:19 ‘When anyone hears the word of the kingdom, and does not understand it, then the wicked one comes and snatches away what was sown in his heart.’ NKJV


� John 10:10 ‘The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. I have come that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly.’ NKJV


� 1 Tim 2:3-6 ‘3 For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, 4 who desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. 5 For there is one God and one Mediator between God and men, the Man Christ Jesus, 6 who gave Himself a ransom for all,’ NKJV


� John 8:15 ‘You judge according to the flesh; I judge no one.’  NKJV John 12:47 ‘And if anyone hears My words and does not believe, I do not judge him; for I did not come to judge the world but to save the world’ NKJV James 1:13 ‘Let no one say when he is tempted, "I am tempted by God"; for God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does He Himself tempt anyone.’ NKJV


� James 4:7 ‘ Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.’ KJV


� Rom 5:17 ‘how much more will those who receive God's abundant provision of grace and of the gift of righteousness reign in life through the one man, Jesus Christ.’ NIV


� John 14:12 ‘Most assuredly, I say to you, he who believes in Me, the works that I do he will do also; and greater works than these he will do, because I go to My Father.’ NKJV  1 John 2:6 ‘Whoever claims to live in him must walk as Jesus did.’  NIV


� 1 Cor 2:16 ‘But we have the mind of Christ.’ NKJV


� Phil 1:27-28  ‘I will know that you stand firm in one spirit, contending as one man for the faith of the gospel 28 without being frightened in any way by those who oppose you. This is a sign to them that they will be destroyed, but that you will be saved-and that by God.’ NIV Rom 8:28 ‘And we have known that to those loving God all things do work together for good, to those who are called according to purpose;’ YLT
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